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2. In hst age of the world OST EEG; 5 
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| | roaſtes, concerning the Son of God, and Hermes Trifoneguf- 

. tus, who was his ſcholar, had manifeſt underſtanding of the 

| | ſecond perfon of the Trinity, and calls him the firſt begotten 

Bon of -God, his only Son, his eternal, immutable Son : and 

after him Orpheus, _— "and the Platoniſts, who were 

Grecians, wrote to the fime purpoſe ; and beſides thoſe, there 

are ten women, who havivg the fpirit of pro 24 and were 

| called Sybils, uttered. many ſpeeches concerning Chriſt, of his 

birth and life, of hie- Miracles, death, ſufferings and reſurrec- 

tion, which they ſpoke in more plain terms 7 han thoſe of the 
Jews, but they underſtood them not. 

Q. Had not the Heathen world 

told ther many events that-were to 


ing God, and the true re'igion, had this anſwer in Greek, 
O thou ha py prieſt, why doſt thou aſk me of God, who i 
Father of all things; that moſt renowned King, and his dear 


. leave this habitation, and to utter no more 
c. 

Q. What avfwer had Auguſtus Cefir, when be went to 
_ enquire of the Oracle of Apollo, at Delphos, who ſhouid de 
his ſucceſſor, and what ſhould happen after his death? 

A. The oracle was long filent, and the Emperor contioued 


ſaid, An Hebrew child, which rules over alf gods, com- 


| A. Yes; it is «ccorded by Eufebius arid others, that vt his 
-— Birth 2 fountain of pure oil broke forth at a a public inn at 
Rome, and ran-freely a whole day, and at noon in a fair days 


_ # cirele as ſeen about the ſun xs reſplendent ag the fun itſelf; 


vnd Cemeſter in his ſchoÞflic hiſtory, affiyme, that ori the day 


Num, ſell to the ground, which was told by the oracle 

_ that it ſhould continue till a virgin mall bring forth a child, 
which they judged impoffible, and that it ſnould land for ever. 
And lkewiſe Lucas, 


- 


" wh The Prieſt of Apoſlo, enq | ng of an 1 1 "Rs we} 


only Son, and the Spirir that confaineth all, will ſhortly com- a5 


to offer many ſacrifices. At length Apollo, as if 1 
mands me to leave this habitation, and to return forthwith io | 


Ae,” _ - 
Were there not man n prodrgies that happened 
1 ww the time and birth of our Saviour : 


of Chriſt's birth, a temple . Rome, dedicated to the —.— els 
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ſexrhidg in the a8citot chronicles of ths 
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night, a cloud with ſo great a light; * ſhemed like - 3 | 


Q 
applied by ſome learned perſons 0 Auguſtus Caſar, who thes - 
| pee — — 7 x 


| bur Lord upon Auguſtus Czfar? 


| vid, gave to him a daugbter in marriage, and made him +YV 


und genealogies of all the kings eget of Er gau 


8 3 


mid-day. 
Were not remarkable prodigies, which theo 1 ppened, 
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A. There were ſo, as Joſephus teſtifies; Wilt iba wade 2b» 
vinely inſpired interpreted it to ſignify hum, whom Ilaiah pro- 
5 ſhould have the government upon bis ſhoulders, even - . 

Saviour of the world. t | 

. Did not the ſenate of Rowe offer to beſtony the ine of. 


A. Ove Cefar, firnawed Augudus, aber five chil e 
wars, wherein he was engaged, with many. other troubles ang 
ꝙ3ßJ3́vV ey Sheet 6s hv Taye BONNET ES 
that liberty, peace, and fecurity was then eſtabliſhed ; 3 
ſenow e e du: with the e e 12" 
which honour ſome write he denied, and unknowingly ſaid, | re hr | 
that a greater Lord chan he was to come. into the world, 16 
whom the title more juſtly belonged. ty fe og 

Q. Was not Joſephus living in our $ayiour's days? nov gg D 4 

A. He was not horn ir. our Ssviour's days, but five years 5 
after Chriſt's paſſion, and was 35 pears old at the time of the . 
deſtruion of Jeruſalem. 

2 I Hored * theyferd-of the blood-roal of the tribe of” 


A. Herod was man of Idutnea, aud being rieb, polnie. : 
und ambitious, and very r every way ſo qualified for a ak: 
courtier, that Hircanius, king of Judea, of he houſe of Ds Zh iy os 
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nor in Galilee; and when Hircanius was taken priſoner 
Parthians, - and carried into that countty, Herod flew to Vow ome, 
and there, by the favour of. Mark Thane ; obtained the 
kingdom of udea; when. he cauſed all the booted > be 
put to desth, 25 likewiſe his wiſe Mariamne, with forty of the 
ipal men of Juden, and all the Sanhedrim of ſeventy-two 
8 that ruled the people; and burnt all the chronicles 
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| that he defcended from, the ancient kiogs. of thaf_ccimntry, _ 
| Yet when all this was done, Jeſus, of the fame houſe and 
line of David, was born in Bethlehem, ang then We x * 
afly fulfilled the prophety of old Jacob, that the fcep- 
tre, &c. | WA . 3 5 | 3 255 7 axe? | : = 
Q:. Were there not: ſcyeral.jimpoflors.that took the advaa- 
tage, and declared chemſelves to be Chriſt? | - 
A. As all; the traditions. of the ancient Jews pointed at 
the coming of the M+ffiih in the feign of Auguitus, and all 
the people had ſuch hopes: of: him, ſeveral impoſtors tools: 
upon them that they were Chriſt, and Jed away much peo - 
ple 3 as Judas Galcling (and aother Judas] boils lewd: fel- 
lows: as Antoages, a ſhephrede snd two others called 
Thendas and. Egy ptias.;. but abqve all othets was Barcazba · 
ma, who, was for above thirty years together received by the 
Rybvies for the Meſſi ha. but Lias that he was not asbl. to 


led him g 45. like uiſe Simos- Mygur,, that be might not ſeem 
jnferior to our Saviour, prrtended that he was born of a vir- _ 
ö £18 aa. Chriſt Was. C TS WES $73 


hat is reported coneerniag-the-wifeimen of the! wer 


A. It is reported that the wiſe men were lte kings, or 


petty lords of particular places ſuch as theſe of whomlJo» - | 
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ſbua flew thirty in one battle. Epiphanus is of opinion, 
that they came to Jeruſalem two years after:Chriſt's nativity; 
and that they came to Bethlehem thirteen after his birth, 
_ %hich the Chu ch calls Epipbany, or the. Pwelfils Day, or 


\ 0 


. 


the death of three Kings. _ T0 | 3 | 
Har came thoſe wiſe. mem. in the Faſt. to umderflind.” 

that the ſtar, which'then-appeared; to them, denated the. biriſir 
of the King.of the Je us, 0c the- Sasiour of the world? _ 
A. St, - Bail ſuppoſed they were great "aſtrologers und 

Tearned' men, who by magic art, much profes in thole 


* 


daily decayed, and it is poſſiple might hear of the propheoyy 
ſo commobly ſpoken of in the Esſt, that out of Juden ſhwuld 
come the ruler of the world; and likewiſe might have amongſt 
them the ancient propheey of old Balaam, that there ſhouid+ 


6 


Et. © w_ of Jacob, &cr from Mole, the time delng 
abont fifteen hundred years. 
| „What was the intent of Herod for killing the children 
We Bethlehem, and what number were there lam? _ 
A. Herod, having obtained the kingdom by ſubtilty, hear- 
fog of this new King, fcared he ſhould be dethroned, and 
lefolved upon his death ; but after Jong expecting the return of 
- the wiſe wen in vain, imagining tbey mocked him, entered 
into a ſtrange paſſion, and gave og ders for killing ail the chil» 
. dren in Bethlehem and the borders thereof, which he thought 
were about his age, to the. number of fourteen thouſand ; and 
elſo ſent a meſſenger of death thrice towards John the fon of 
Techeriah, ho was now in the ſecend year of his age : but 
| his motber's.carly care of him ſaved his life, by ſcading him 
' into deſert places. Vet pmonyf this great 3 be who 
| glove was aimed at,. was the only child that eſcaped. - 


. What remarkable: * was left on the murder of 24 


Ab ? 


. Tertllion” who wrote 1 e bf the Chili acts 


gion againſt the Hrotbeps, reports, that the bluod of Zachas 
riah fo beſmeared the flones of the pavement on which he was 


- mprdered, that no art. or induſtry could waſh the tinQure out; 


as if God would upbraid the irreligion and crucity of the 


Jews, with a perpetual character of their guilt ſet before 
their eyes indelibly, in 2 the blood of righteous 


| perſons, from Abel to Z:chariob 
Q_ Did the oracles then ceaſe after — 


Sp 


A. Our blefſed Lond likewiſe ſhewed his 
Hlencing all the Heathen, oracdce ar his birth, af which the 
- Bina authors took great notice z and it is related that the 


- Qracle of Apollo was often heard to complain of the Hebrew 


| 3+ 


__ murdered; be fell into grirf and d 
of a loathſome diſeaſe ( f. which. he died) zttempted n. 


child that was born, and. to cry, „ Woe: 1s me lament with 

me, for the hour of giving anſwers to them who e 
my alta s is now taken from me. 

What became of Herod, after profecmting - Chriſt i in 

his Sfancy; and ſlaying the children of Bethlehem? © : 

A. He wote. out his .miſcrable liſe, and wos in continwal 

far of his own wife end ſons, whom after he had cruell y 


binfell but was prevented by the e bye. 


in 


;' and by reaſon | 
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4 + baniſhed into France, and afterwards inco the deſert places of 
= © _ _ -- poin, were they wandered gbout in. great wiſery, and 
x 1 - abondoned ot all men, ended tbeir wretched lies. 

2. What became of Herodias her dancing , wha 
. | 3 -required John the Baptifl's head? 
4 A. It is reported, that ſhe bog forced to paſs over a fro- 
| "Y ken rive?, the ice broke, and her head was cut off thereby, 
{0 without hurting the body, to the admiration of all the ſpece+ 
1 tators. 
6: What became of Herod Sure who accuſed * 


1 A 4 
5 * > 


5 35 - Kindred, 
bY Q. Who was the firſt Emperor that perſeemes the Chriſ 
- dene ont what hamae of him 2. - 


1 / Do you — what became of Aue his 
eldet = 25 was a terror to Joſeph when lie returned 
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| er 
leſt king by his father Herod, yet Aguſtus 
1 vs confirm the ſucceſſion z; but inſtead of king, made 
bim governor only of the fourth part of his dominions ; and 
- . _ *- - afterwards Giving en all his ny he was hagithed into 
* France where he died miſerably. 
13 ' - Q. What became of Moves Antipae, brother ts Arche: 
uus, who put Jobn the Baptiſt to death, and ſcoffed. a our 
2 © "Gwviour when he was brought before him? 


ten, were both deſpiſed by the Emperor Ce jus, upon accu- 
- ſation of Agrippa his neareſt kiaſman, and contum eliouſſy 


the ertech, or Governor of Galilee ? 

A. He having ſlain James and impriſoned Peter, was in 
- public aſſembly of the princes and nobles at Cæſarea, ſtruck 
from heaven with a moſt horrible diſeaſe, whereby bis body 

; was putriſied, and he was eaten with worms. 


* — * 
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| Pontius Pilate, who pranounced ſentence againſt our Saviour? 
A. He falling into diſgrace in Judea, went home into Ita- 

5 T "oh and there being heating, and dſcountenanced by the 
Emperor, he fell into deſperation and. killed bimſelf with hig 
k . own hands. | 

<2] 6; Q. Who waz he that would be worſhipped as God ? : 

C Caligula, who was the contempt of Divine Power, 
' would be worſhipped as God, and was murdered by his own 


: is A. Herad with his concubine, before our Saviour's 3 paſ- | 


. What account can you give me of what became of 


Fier of we won 


nius, under Caligula, and ſeveral others 


2 and haſtened their utter ruin and 


a'ter he had put to death Pe and Paul the apoſ- 


tles, at Rome, and murdered his own mother, bro- 


ther. wife, and Seneca his maſter, was ſo abhor- 


red of all, that the Senate condemned him to be 


put into the pillory, and to be whipped to death, 


| which to avoid he flew himſelf, complaining that 


he had neither friend nor foe to diſpatch him. The 
like tragical death had all the emperors, from Ti- 
berius to Conſtantine the Great, the latter of hom 
Eſtabliſhed the Chriſtan religion, and died peace». 
ably in his bed. For three hundred years before, 


few or none eſcaped divine vengeance, whoſe mi- 
ſerable deaths a noble Chriſtian above a. thouſand, | 
<>", years ago, wrote toſhew that they fell by the 


of Jeſus : beſides, Julian the apolince, — 


and Arian the heretics, were made Ar wing 


divine juſtice, for their deteſtable enormties: * 
Q What befel the Jews for 3 the Sa- 


A. The Jeni liiflecian mieses duch eds 


| a | calamities and miſeries that befel them ſoon after: 
our Saviour's aſcenſion as can bardly be imagined: 


firſt by Pilate their governor, and then by Frotur- 


8, 
which made them at length rebel again the Ro- 


tion by Titus Veſpaſion, with the burning of the 


temple, and the deſtruction of Jeruſalem: eleven 
hundred thoufand being 
venty thoufand taken priſoners, who were either 


ſlain at the ſiege, and ſe- 


put to death, carried in triumph to 8 in 


for ra in al ff 8 5:2 Act 


15 Nero ann dhe fl thiit p perſocuted thæm; and | 


„ 


ro ) 


What time is it A that this univerſal de- . 
kruction happened? * 
A It is very remarkable that their utter Ans 1 
tion came upon them juſt forty: years after our Sa- 1 
viour's death, namely, at the feaſt of the paſſover. 1 
when the whole nation, out of all countries and 8 
tribes were aſſembled together, and tbat by the 'F 
hands of the Roman Czfars, for whom they re- 
jected in Chriſt, ſaying, We have no king but 
Czſar.” And as they apprehended Chriſt. on: 
Mount Olivet, Titus planted his firſt battery for 
their deſtruction on that Mount; and as they led W 
Chriſt from Caiphas to. Pilate, ſo they were hailed %) 
up and down =, >a John to Simon, 4 hare . „ 
and tormented before their tribunal ſeats. Againg«. 4 * 
as Jeſus was ſcoffed at, beaten, and a e, * 
treated by the ſoldiers in Pilate's palace, ſo were , 
the Jewiſh noblemen and governors abuſed,» - 
beaten and crucified by the ſame ſoldiers, © Jo- 3 - 
ſephus affirms, that 5300 of them ſuffered this 
opprobious death in one day, inſomuch, that the 


— r 2 


place they died in would hardly contain ſo — 13 i 
croſſes, — fearce could they. find crofles. to N 
. What bone of thoſe bay thoukagd 3 , 


Titus ſent 252 proſent to his: _ eee E 1. 


Rome?” 
A. They: were nearly all put to death for = 5 


mpereis pleaſure; and ſep * ys, he ſaw with * 

| bis own eyes fifteen . murdered in one day, 
by combats. among themſelves, and 15 with wid | 

beaſts, for the emporer's diverſion; and others were | 
made bon- fret ar d in time 8 an ; "_ * = 


copdinnct to the quarry, to di 5 and hew Nones 
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all their lives. © 
Q. Was this Titus the utter and total ruin 


of the Jews? 


A. After Titus, Adrian deſtroyed an innumer- 
able multitude, and fent his lieutenant Serveus ta 
extinguiſh the whole race of them, who' ruined 


ninety-eight towns and villages, and flew five 


hundred and eighty in one day; he razed the 


walls and ancient buildings of Jeruſalem, fo that 
dne ſtone was not left rang. another, and changed 


the name of it unto Eliah, after that of his maſter 


Elias Adriana, and made a law, that it ſhould be 


death for any Jewiſh ſlave ever to return thither, 
or fo much K to look from any high Place towards 


that count 


Q. "ey th. qu were many of the Jews converted, 


mie became Chriſtians in Jeruſalem, did tele 


ſuffer in Jeruſalem? - 
A. There were many that had cnbindd the 


doctrine of the Apoſtles, and believed in Chriſt 


in and about Jeruſalem; but Danctantius relates, 
that after they had put to death the James's, and 


' baniſhed both Peter and Paul at Rome, before their 
maityrdom, and declared, that within three or 


Four days after their death, he would take revenge 
on the Jews, By the utter deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
and that generation; which he ſays they revealed 


to the Chriſtians in Judea, whereupon Euſebius 


faith, they departed from Jeruſalem, not long be- 


fore the liege began, to a town called Pilla, beyond 
the Jordan, to which Jeſus had directed thei, it 


being under the government of Agrippa, who 


| being in _—_ wi * Romans n 


| r 


.Q. Who was the emperor that embraced ihg 
Chriſtian Faith, and Said liberty to them? 

1 Conſtantine the Great was the firſt — 
eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian religion, and died peace; 
bp in his bed, but for 300 years barons len or 
none eſcaped divine juſtice. 

Q. Which was the firſt Heathen country that 
| embraced the Chriſtian religion? 7 Ea 

A. Of all other nations in the world, none 
earlier embraced the Chriſtian religion with more 
readineſs than the Egyytians, demoliſhing their 
idolatrous images before any other Heathen nation, 
and giving example to others to do the ſame, 10 
they were the firſt who after the coming of Cheiſh af 
returned to the worſhip of the true God. 

Qi. Do you mind the apology that Tenwllian 
wrote to the Emperor, in defence of the Chriſtian 
religion, in the time of the fourth perſecution? + 

A. Ina few years Chriſtianity was ſpread ſo - 
over all the world, that the Roman Emperors be- 

n to dread the effects and their adverſariss _ + 
repreſented them as traitors and enemies to govern 
ment. Tertullian argues with the Emperor thus: 
ef we are enemies to the ſtate, you might then 
go and ſeek new cities and countries to govern,” - 
ſince you would have more adverſaries than lo yal 
ſubjects in your empire, We have filled your 
cities, your towns, your provinces, your caltles, 
' your fortreſſes, your camps, your tents, your 
"palaces, your ſenates, you E:: market-places, and 
your iſlands, only we have left your idolatrous 
temples to . Rang all the * being 8 of | 
Chriſtians. If we were enemies, what dan 
_ rebellion might we have made, (chowgb out 


( #3.) 


a but ſmall, in compariſon of the reſt . 
of your people) iince we fo little value out lives, 
that we ſuffer ourſelves daily to be ſlain by your 
hands. This, ſays he, is your ſafety, that notwith- 
ſtanding your unjuſt perſecution of us, we are 
loyal, patient, and obedient; and that the Cbriſtian 
ay. ve obliges us rather to be killed than kill. 

What was the encouragement Cyrus the 
Per n Emperor cauſed to be proclaimed, for men 
who would intiſt in his ſervice? 

A. His proclamation was, whoever would be hig 
ſoldiers; if he be a footman, ſaid ke, I will make 
him a horſeman; if an horſeman, I will make him 
ride in a chariot; if be be a fatmer, I will make 
him a gentleman; if he poſſeſs a cottage, I will 
beſtow on him a village; if he has a village, 1 
wil: give him a city; if he be a lord of a city, 1 
will make him governor of a province; and for 
gold and ſilver, I will pour on him by weight and 
meaſure, and not by tale. This was the 5 
edict of. Cyrus to gain ene for ths proſecut- 
ing his de | 
Q. Was Chriſt's propoſals after the manner of 
ns to ſuch as would ſerve under his banner ? 
| No, bit contrariwiſe, his-ſermons were, 

Reps ent, for the kingdom of he aven is at hand. In 


ne world you ſhould have trouble, you ſhall be as 


ſheep: among wolves, they ſhall deliveryou up ts 

the councils, and ſcourge you in the ue 1 
e ſtrall be brought before —— and kings, and 

all be hated of all men for my name's 4 and 

if any man be my diſciple, let him himſelf, 

and take vp his croſs and. follow me, Whofoever 

2 thall ſave his life for hoy: ſake "wy looſe it; and 
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finally be tips If a man come to mie, and bats 


not his father and mother, wife and children, his 
brethren and ſiſters, yea his own life allo, he cane 
not be my diſciple. 


Q His encouragement — 5 5 eraxngey tothe 


natural affection of mene did he get many fol- 


' - lowers? 
A. Though Chriſt's A int doctrines were 


ſo conirary to man's natural and ſenſual A ppetite, 
yet he gained more hearts in forty years, than ever 


zny monarch in the world. by propoſing yours: 


and advantages to their ſubj eds. 


Q. Did Chriſt leave any writing to his followers, 0 


- ns other law-givers.did? 
A. Our Saviour left nothing written by himſelf, 
but paſſed out of this world in innocency and filence, 


without any oſtentation of his own actions, that 


the prophecy of Ezekiel might be fulfilled, + There 
fſhould be four undeceivable witneſſes, which day 


and night ſhould, without ceaſing, preach, extol. 


and magnify their Lord and maſter.“ 


Q What account does Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſ- 


torian, give of our bleſſed Saviour? 5 
A Jolephus writes thus: In theſe times lived 
Jeſus, a very wiſe man, if it be lawful to call him 
à man, becauſe in truth he did very maræ ellous 


. things, and was maſter and teacher of them that 


loved him, and fought after the truth, The Jews 
and Gentiles followed him in great numbers, thd 
he was afterwards accuſed, yet he waz not forſaken 
ef thoſe that fallowed him; and three days after 


his death he appeared unto them, accord ing as the 
| _ had * of him. . * even 


die Roman governor of Judea, wrote the follow- 


| be was crucified by the wicked Jews, which pro- 5 
duced prodigious effects, atteſted as well by Hea- 224 


that this eclipſe muit be unnatural, cried out, 


| to be built, and dedicated it to the unknown God: £ 5 0 „ 
Jor which St. Paul reproved them, relating that 8 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer of the world, who bad 


5 whereby he converted many to the Chriſtian faith. 


our days a man of great virtue, called Jeſus — 
who is yet hving amongſt us, and of the 5 
accepted as a prophet, but his own diſciples call 


cureth all manner of diſeaſes: a man tall and come - 
ly of ſtature, with a very rererend countenanct,. 


4. .E . 


views days, the dofrine and the namCof brill. 
tians continue, and is ſpread all over the world * 
Q. What is further related of the death of Chriſt "28 


beſides what we find in the holy ſcriptures ? | 5 9 


A. In the 34th year of our bleſſed Saviour's life, bo 


thens as Chriſtians, At his death there was _ 
darkneſs in the day time, from three o'clock, 


_ which time our Saviour gave up the ghoſt) till & | 


and yet there was no eclipſe of the ſun, it being 


then full moon, ſc that it was only i in the power 


of God, who deprived the ſun of its light far that +4 
ſpace of time. And Dyoniſius being that day at 90 
thens and knowing by the courſe of the heavens, „ 


„Either the world muſt be at an 24 or the God 


of nature ſuffers!” And the wiſe men of Athens, —_ RE: 
being aſtoniſhed at this prodigy, ordered an altar „ 


fuffered death by the Jews, was the unknown God, 


Q. What account do the Romans give of Chriſt 
A. In the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, Lentulus, 


ing letter to the Senate, There appeared in theſe 


him the Son of God. He raiſeth the dead, and 


. * 


171 ue E oo 
ores : 2 5 : 


T9. 
OT i " 0 


7 A * * 4 i _ - * 
1 £ þ * 5 CY 8 N CE 
* At ok. * 5 —" © 5 * * 1 4 * 2 
7 £ — . K+ » * 8 x 
9 4 £1 + nf £93 8 3 . 
* . * 1 4 at * 
„„ 7 9 Ks 


e 9 


* * 7. 
>," r 
2 * Pas, > * * 
3 2 * 
; 2 
= 
* 


7 . 
GT gl 
1 


"Ks 


o 


as if they were done by 
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have obſerved him to weep; 

dy well ſhaped, his hands and arms very delect- 
| te, modeſt 
and wiſe, a man for 4 fingular beauty excellin 1 
the children of men.“ 


1 15 


fuch as the bebdders may OY fear: and lov; lis 


hair the colour of à cheſnut full ripe, and plain 
down to his ears, but from t hence downward more 


orient of colour, waving down his ſhoulders. In 
the midſt of his head goeth a ſeam or partition of 


his hair, after the manner of the Nazarites; his 


forchead very plain and ſmooth ; his face without 


ſpot or wrinkle, beautified with a comely red; his 


noſe and mouth fo formed that nothing can re- 
prehend; his beard ſomewhat thick; 


grey, clear and quick. In reproving lie is ſevere; 


2 admoniſhing, courteous and ftiendly : pleafant 
It cannot be re- 


n ſpeech; mixed with gravity. 
e that any have ſeen him laugh, but many 
In proportion of bo- 


le to behold. In ſpeaking tem 


Q. Did not the many miracles performed by 
the Apoſtles convince all, that they: were done by 
the power of God? 

A No; fortherewereſeveral thatcalumniated them, 


others alledged ; who, emulating the miracles of 


of the Apoſtles, ſtudied the whole ſeience, in order 


to imitate them therein. 


Q. Do you know what became. of this simon 


his ſubtle cheats and | 
diabolical devices, got into high eſteem. with 


n 
A. This Simon Magus by 


agreeable to 
the hair of his head, not of any length, but forked 
in the midſt; of an innocent look, his eyes being 


magic art and the power of 
the devil; as Julian Nero, Simon Magus, and 


24 = 
—: — . «ͤ—0e) w —ÿA ]. . 


* 5 


; E 
Nero, fo that the emperor made him his greateſt fa. 
vourite, and the reſt of the people accounted him 
a god. The apoſtle Peter being come to Rome 
was grieved to find the people impoſed upon by this 
ſorcerer, and reſolved to unmaſk the tricks and | 
deluſions of this vile impoſtor, when fit occaſion 
reſented itſelf, as is recorded by Hegiſippus. 
here died at this time, ſaith he, a young gentle- 
man, near akin to the emperor, for the raiſing of 
whom to life there was a great conteſt between 
Peter and the magicians. The latter challenged 
the apoſtle to perform the ſame, who, being ſtrong 
in faith, readily accepted thereof; and when Ma- 
gus and the devil were both baffled, not being able 
to do this great miracle, Peter, by the power of 
God, reſtored the perſon to life. The people be- 
ing enraged to ſee how the ſorcerer had impoſed _ 9 
upon them, were ready to have him ſtoned to death 
had not the apoſtle,s charity and generoſity reſ- 
cued him: yet this had ſo little influence upon 
him, that a while after he had the preſumption or 
folly to enter upon another bold undertaking, 
which was to fly up into heaven; but his artificial i 
wings, or his two invincible devils, as it is ſaid, = 
1. failing him, he fell to the ground with ſuch broken — Fi 
= bones and bruiſes, as quickly put an end to his 
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. life. 1 * 
1 3 Q. Was there ever an attempt made to rebuild | 
the temple of Jeruſalem? f „ | '%g 

A. Yes; Julian the apoſtate, emperor of Rome, — 


„ Vvho was once a chriſtian, but afterwards returned 
to idolatry, reſolved to rebuild the ſame in deſpite 
: of Chriſt, that this rer ia a prove Wk 


>. 


_—. . That one ſtone ſhould not be left upon another: 
but when the workmen were laying the foundati- 
1 on, a dreadful earthquake happened, and fire iſſued 
dodut of the earth, deſtroyed all the men and diſperſed 
the ſtoncs, ſo that there was not one ſtone but 
what was ſeperated from another. 3 
1 Q. What happened at their laying the founda- 
r GE 
A. There was a ſtone which ſlipped from iis place 
1 and diſcovered the mouth of a cave cut in the rock; 
6 but the overſeers of the work not being able to ſee 
8 the bottom of it, let down a labourer by a rope. 
hb ndnd being come to the bottom, he was up to the an- 
cles in water, and found the place four ſquare, and 
© © -» laying his hand upon a little pillow above the wa- 
ter, he met with a book wrapped up in a clean 
1 f linen cloth. Being drawn up, the ſpectators were 
amazed it ſhould be ſo freſh, lying in ſuch a dark . =P 
_ . Hole, - The book being opened ſurprized both the 
_* 2 \Tews and the Greeks that were preſent, they lindi "5 
_ | — in the beginning of it theſe words, written in capi 
| —_— tal letters: IN THE BEGINNING WAS IHE 
1 WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD 
=: AND THE WORD WAS GOD. And indeed. 
„ ſaithi the hiſtorian, that ſcriptme did manifeſtly 
| = contain all the goſpel which the beloved diſciple. 
1. John had declare... . 
1 Q. Is there not a ſtrange relation of an appari- _ 
1 mon that appeared at Mahomet's tomb? | 
A. Mr. Knowles, in his hiſtory of the Turks, af- 
A Arms as a certain truth, that in 1620, a res ä 
1 viſion was ſeen at Medina, in Arabia, where Mabo- 1 
| _ net lies'buried, which continued twenty days, ter- 0D 


— — ® 
* * 
3 * - 7 


: * | 


RO" "CIO 


= 2 
* Im : 2 FF 2 ©. 7 » * * 
- 5 <0 a A 2 1 K 2 : as 2 3 2 $7 7 4 \ 89 
. - „ 15 9 $ — 7 9 ET? & LE > Y by 
* Ke N 1 5 7 4s v 1 + 2 * 4 1 , 
* n 1 22 ay 24% 3 ko, 4-6 "+ Ro II £ 1 . 
ö e ; P 
® , . ab — : * — P 1 1 A > I 4 7 I x 4d 
4.49 92 r J hs N n 
; FL | ls. i . 
— 2 2 - 
4 : W + — Te - 
. ? „ TY 18 — RY 
. A - * 
„ * - 


vl ns . * 3 
* A n 
en 
* „ * 
7. 
wy, ut #34. 
* 7 


<> 


* 
Fl 


8 g 
wal. * 8 - 
X A wat . - „„ — 
+ > kW + * 4 ; * * F "WW $ D 
© — 8 . ». ® c 522 £ * . 4 4 
; Pn « ; . - 


— — 


” 


2 


array, 


0 
e in that year, a great tempeſt of wind: rain, 
and: thunder happened about midnight, but when 


the ſky became clear, the people might read in it, 
in Arabian characters, theſe words. O why will 


ye believe in lies. And between two and three in 


* 2 4 


he morning, appeared a woman clothed in white, 
ſeeming to be encompaſſed with the ſun, having a 
[cheerful countenance, with a book in her hand, 
yer againſt her were ſeveral armies of Turks, N. 
ſians, Arabians, and other Mahometans in battle 
ready to fight with her; but lie, keeping 
her Ration, only 3 the book, at which the 
= fled, and preſently all the lamps about Ma- 
omet's tomb went -out; for when the viſion va- 
niſhed, an hour before ſun riſing, a eee 
wind was heard, to which they e the exe. 
kin iſhing of the lamps. - 
1 G. What event happened thereupon 7 | 
A. The ancient pilgrim's of Mabomet's race, were 
much amazed to underſtand the meaning of it, 


- when one of the prieſts made this oration: The 


world never had but three true religions, every ons 
of which had a prophet: Firſt, God choſe the 4 
and did wonders for them in Egypt, and brought 
them thence by their prophet Moles, and preſcribed 
them a law wheiein he would have maintained 
them, if they had not been obſtinate and rebelli- 
ous, in falling to idolatry, whereupon he gave 
them over, and diſperſed them upon the face of 
the earth. Then preſently aſter ſent anew 
prophet, who taught the Chriſtian religion: this - 
| good man the Jem condemned and crucified, for a 
educer of the people; not being moved with the 
piety of his life, Bi his great miracles, nor his dae: 
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' prophet and people; even our Mahomet, 


BE 


. trines; yet at his death, a few fiſhermen moved 


the hearts of the people, that the monarchs of 


the world bowed down to his very title, and yielded 


to the-command of his miniſtry, But in proceſs 
of time they grew as cortupt as the Jews, the 
church being disjoined with the names, Eaſtern and 
Weſtern, committed idolatry again, by ſetting up 


| Images, with many idle ceremonies, and corrupt 


ing their lives, ſa that God was weary of them 


and forſook them. Yet God is ſtill the governor of 


the world, and hath himſelf raiſed up another 
iving 
im our nation; ſo that no doubt we ſhall be hap- 

y for ever, if we can but ſerve this God aright 
and take warning from the fall of others: but alas? 


3 I tremble to ſpeak it, we have erred in ev int, 
and wilfully broke our firſt inſtitution; ſo that God 
has manifeſted his wrath by eminent. figns aud toe 


kens, keeping our prophet from us, who prefixed a 
time to return with all happineſs to his Hope ſo 


that there are forty years paſt by our account. And. 


doubtleſs this Gennes and fearful viſion is a preſage 
of ſome g reat troubles and alterations; for either 


openin ine book i in the woman's hand doth fore- 
tel our falling off from the firſt of our laws, where- 


at the armed men depart, as confounded with the 


uilt of their own conſciences ; or elſe it bgnifies 
ſame other book we have not yet read, againſt 


which no power can prevail. So that I fear our 


religion would be proved corrupt, aud our prophet 


Mahomet an impoſter, and this Chriſt whom they 


talk of, ſhall ſhine like the ſun, and. ſet up by 
name everlaſtin gly. 


Q. What became of this i youll prieſt? 
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PFerr it is cut a crucifixappears in ii. 
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A, The company that ham him FROG him 
with blaſphemy, and he was put to death. The res 
lation was confirmed by Iſaff Choir a converted 
"Turk, who came'to London in 1630, and added, 
that the grand Signior commanded none to ſpeak 
of him upon pain — death. 
Q. What apple or fruit was that which Adam 
eat in Paradiſe, and brought fin and death upon 
him and his poſterity, 

A. It is uncertain, for the holy ſcripture men- 
tions it not: the authors vary in their opinions; 
ſome ſay it is a. Perſian apple, growing where Pa- 
radiſe was ſituated; but _ molt likely is what the 
Romans believe, i! is a muſk 7 and where- 


44 


Q. What battle was that which was fought, = 
where none eſcaped ? = 
A. The Red Sea, where Pharaoh and his bott 1 
\ were drowned. — 
Q. What accounts do the ancients give of Babel? | 
A. It was the famous ſtruqure'after Noah's 6 
flood: for Ni imrod perſuaded the people to build a . . 
large and fine edifice to reſiſt the fury of a ſecond "IE 
. deluge: but this council was not generally received . - 
by Heber's family, who oppoſed ſuch a preſump- 22 | 
tuous attempt. Jowever, they began to raiſe the | 
tower of Babel 461 paces from the ground, ita 
- circumference being agreeable. The paſſage up. BE. 
was winding and broad, there being not only room " Me. a 
for horſes, carts, &c. but lodging for man and. 45 8 
beaſt, with graſs and corn fields: and wonderful it * 
was to conſider, that eight perſons only came out 1 £45 
of Noah's ark, and the building was carried on beg Pe. Eo 3 * 
999,900 n Men, the. ation being nine 10 2 
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2. What country isr 
| folate and folita 

A. The h I 
| where there were thirfeen cities built on a fruitful - 


another, 
| the poet: 


What one bath mode, the other ſpoils again : 
This made them leave their work, and like mad fools, 


*% 


2; 


But God by the confullon of to es, | 
to their works, one not being f tongues, put 


which 3 is thus wittily expreſſed by 


— 


1 


- Bring me 2 trowel, . one. a i. | | « 
| Another brings upa hammer bew this brick Ku — 


Another bid-, and then they cleave a tree: 


One calls for planks, the other moriar lacks z 

| They give the firſt n lone, the laſt an zr. 

One would have nails, and bim a ſpace they tive 2 

_ Avugber »ſks a ſaw, and gets a feve. 

Tubus grofly croſs'd, they call'd and rail'd in vain, | = 5 1 


Seauer thelr gef. aud tumble down melt tools, | 


orted to be. the moſt de- 
in all the world? : 


about Sodom and 'Gomorrab, 


4 


Fol, a pleaſant Paradiſe; but they ſinned greatly, 


- wherefore God rained brimſtone and fire from hea» 


ven, which deſtroyed their whole land, leaving 


not one ſtone upon e to ſhew their former | 


| the birds, beaſts, and fiſhes. Phat 
of a beautiful $alour but within are full o 
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there remaining a ſulpherous ſmell that ſti * | 
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 DIVINING APE... . 


IF happened ſome years before Sir Thomann Buns: 


was ambaſſador from King James I. to this 


court, that a jugler, of Bengal, brought an Ape 


* 


before the Mogul that did ſtrange feats : The king, 


to try his ſkill, plucked a ring off his finger, and 
gave it to one of his boys to hide, which he pre- 
ſently diſcovered : after which this fancy "UE 
to his head: There are many diſputes, ſaid he, 


came in- 


concerning the true Prophet that ſhould come into 


the world : we are for Mahomet; the Perſians mag- 
nify Martis Alley; the Hindons or Heathens, extof 
Araman, Ram, and others; the Jews are for Mo- 
ſes; and the Chriſtians for Chriſt;” adding ſeveral 
ther, to the number of twelve; whoſe names he 
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to a baſon: this doge, the Ape put his p 
them, and pulled out the name of ( Ee 
then cauſed the names to be written a 3 
in other ſcrolls, and he pull bout the names 0 
Ohriſt as PTT 5 
Ipo chi, one of | 11 Gvouritis tal 
Mtor of the Chriſtians, and deſired. a 
ith on eleven names, reſerving that 
the Ape ſearehing as befor 
"i it paw, wherefore the M 
was told. that: polfibiy the thing was not there : 
"the Ape was bid to ſearch for it, who bringing 


bete eleven names, one aſter another, with f. 
18 indigrfation rent them all to Teces, and eaich- © 
the favourite by the hand, where the name of 


riſ was concealed, opened it, and beld it up 


to the Mogul, without tearing the fame. EP 
"hich the MogulSave the keeper a penſion, 

him the Divining Ape. The trut whereof lays | 
= Terry, chaplain to Sir Thomas Rowe, was 
vonffrmed by ſever | perſons of different religion. 
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